MUSIC

The National Curriculum for music aims to ensure that all children:
* perform, listen to, review and evaluate music
* be taught to sing, create and compose music
* understand and explore how music is created, produced and
communicated

At Crosby-on-Eden School, children are MUSICIANS! Our aim is to nurture and
support pupils in a holistic way which enables all pupils to achieve their
potential. An essential part of this is the wider curriculum, including the teaching
of music. We want music to be an enjoyable learning experience, whereby we
support our children to build their confidence whilst performing in front of their
peers and a wider audience. We want them to have no limits to what their
ambitions are and grow up wanting to be music producers, songwriters,
composers or rockstars! Music is a form of expression that is celebrated
throughout the world and our children are inspired to develop a love of music
and to develop their talents as a musician, therefore increasing their self-
confidence, creativity and sense of achievement.
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Implementation

Music is a skill based subject and must be engaged with and taught practically.
We demonstrate this by ensuring previous knowledge and skills continue to be
developed. This is embedded in weekly lessons as well as enriched activities such
as: Music and Drama Festivals and Carlisle Cathedral outreach projects.

Lessons are taught using Charanga - an online scheme of work which offers a
topic-based approach to support children’s learning in music. A steady
progression plan has been built into Charanga, both within each year and from
one year to the next, ensuring consistent musical development. By using
Charanga as the basis of a scheme of work, we can ensure that we are fulfilling
the aims for musical learning stated in the National Curriculum. Charanga
includes many examples of music styles and genres from different times and
places. These are explored through the language of music via active listening,
performing and composing activities, which enable understanding of the
context and genre. Charanga provides a classroom-based, participatory and
inclusive approach to music learning. Throughout the scheme, children are
actively involved in using and developing their singing voices, using body
percussion and whole-body actions, and learning to play classroom instruments
effectively to create and express their own and others’ music. Through a range
of whole class, group and individual activities, children have opportunities to
explore sounds, listen actively, compose and perform. During music lessons
children will be given opportunities to learn music specific vocabulary in a
meaningful context. Children will be given opportunities to apply skill and given
chance for collaboration through composition

At Crosby-on-Eden, pupils are also offered the exciting opportunity to study a
musical instrument with a peripatetic teacher. Children can choose to learn one
of a variety of woodwind, keyboard or guitar. Once the child is able to play their
instrument with increasing confidence, they enjoy playing in front of an
audience. In Year 3/4, pupils are taught to play the recorder by a specialist music
teacher. Music is a form of expression that is celebrated throughout the world
and our children are inspired to develop a love of music and to develop their
talents as a musician, increasing their creativity.
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Our music curriculum is further enhanced through our annual Harvest Festival
celebrations, Christmas and Easter church services and school productions.
Children showcase both their singing and instrument skills in front of an
audience. Pupils perform to wider audiences during Music and Drama festivals,
outreach projects and concerts within the local area.
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Music enables children to develop an understanding of culture and history, both
in relation to children individually as well as in relation to other ethnicities from
around the world. Children can enjoy music in as many ways as they choose —
either as listener, creator or performer; appreciating the positive impact that
music has on their health and well-being. Children will have had the opportunity
to discuss and share their own thoughts, opinions and ideas, acknowledging and
respecting the variety of everyone’s unique take on music. They will be able to
dissect music with varying levels of ability and comprehend its parts, using
musical language to describe and analyse. They will be able to sing in time with
others and feel a pulse, moving to music rhythmically and enjoying this
experience. External musical interests and talents are also encouraged and
showcased in class and worship times fostering pride in their personal
achievements.

All pupils will benefit from a high-quality music education which engages and
inspires them to develop a love of music. As pupils progress, they will develop a
growing musical vocabulary that allows them to critically engage with music.
Teaching and learning of music is a reflective process for the children as they are
given the opportunities to assess themselves and their peers. The children also
celebrate their success and skills with their peers and wider audiences. Music
assessment is ongoing throughout the curriculum themes. Summative
assessment is completed at the end of each theme to inform teachers of the
improvements or skills that need to be developed further.



